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 October was a great 
month for John Cabot Univer-
sity. 
 Our annual gala, host-
ed by student government, at 
the Hassler Hotel was a huge 
success. Romecoming Week 
brought everyone together for 
five days of activities, thanks to 
clubs and organizations. Three 
of our students were awarded 
the Premio America at Italian 
Parliament. The Interfaith Ini-
tiative opened a lovely medita-
tion garden at Guarini campus. 
Jane Goodall visited a group of 
communications students with-
out warning. And, at the end of 
the month, a handful of students 
attended the International Film 
Festival of Rome. 
 In this issue, The Mat-
thew explores the rising cost of 
tuition and the price of student 
housing compared to external 
real estate in Trastevere, the 
birth of three new clubs, John 
Cabot’s lax smoking policy and 
the dark side of being young, fe-
male and American in Rome. 
 As always, The Matthew 
is open to criticism, opinions 
and ideas. Please, send them to 
newspaper@johncabot.edu. 

Sincerely, 

Lauren Cater
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JCU Students and Chairman of the Board 
Awarded “Premio America” by Italian Parlia-
ment
 

Earlier this month students Diedre Blake, Neal Huddon-Cossar, 
Challis Popkey; and the Chairman of the Board, Frank J. Guarini, 
were awarded the Premio America award for their service endor-
sing positive ties between Italy and the United States by the Italy-
USA Foundation. The cerimony was held on October 9. 
 All three students have immersed themselves in Italian 
life outside of the university. Diedre Blake, an Italian Studies and 
Creative Writing major, is known around campus for her alacrity to 
help others. With the time she has spent in Rome, Blake has learned 
Italian with ease and poured herself into the JCU community. She 
earned degrees from Stanford and Lesley University, where she 
studied therapy, before moving to Europe. 

 Neal Huddon-Cossar, who stud-
ied Italian in Perugia before coming 
to JCU, worked for an environmental 
NGO, Gruppo 183, where he orga-
nized a national photography con-
test showcasing Italy’s lakes. He also 
worked for the US Mission to Italy, 
where he launched a #EarthDayinI-
talia social media campaign. In addi-
tion to his accomplishments outside 
of school, Huddon-Cossar is the pres-
ident and co-founder of Grassroots 
club. 
 Challis Popkey first came to Italy 
in 2012, harvesting grapes in Tusca-
ny. From there, she went to Ferrara, 
where she studied Italian intensely 
and Popkey, an Italian Studies major, 
is interested in broadcasting. After 
college, she hopes to incorporate her 
love of Italy with her interest in the 
media. 
 Chairman of the Board, Hon. Gua-
rini, a New Jersey native, second-gen-
eration American-Italian and chair-
man emeritus of the National Italian 
American Foundation, has stayed 

close to Italy over the years. Guarini has been an integral part of 
JCU’s development.
 In accepting his award, Guarini said, “I am very proud of 
the hard work and the accomplishments of Italians in America: 
from factory workers and manual laborers, they became shopkeep-
ers and finally senators and governors. They have become an inte-
gral part of the United States, the great nation that first gave them 
the opportunity to have a better life.”
 The Premio America, “America Prize,” is awarded annually 
to people who endorse Italian-American relations.
 Some of the other recipients were leaders in journalism, 
fashion, film, music, education and government. 

Photo Credit: Emily Wilson, degree-seeking senior

Housing Prices Unreasonable Compared to 
Trastevere, According to JCU Students 
By AXEL KEICHER

 A number of John Cabot University (JCU)
students feel that the cost of university housing is 
excessive when compared to real estate in Traste-
vere.
 “Trastevere is an expensive neighborhood, 
but the JCU housing costs are not justified,” said 
Marco Pecchio, a degree-seeker from Turin. Pecchio 
said the cost of a room on campus is almost double 
the rate of renting a single room (about €700 or 
$887) in Trastevere. 
 JCU offers two main housing options: Gi-
anicolo Residence and the Trastevere Apartments. 
In addition to fully furnished apartments, the hous-
ing package also includes 24/7 security, housekeep-
ing of common areas once a week, a round the clock 
maintenance repair service, air conditioning (only 
at the Gianicolo Residence) and Wi-Fi. 
 The prices per semester are €3,500 ($4,436) 
for the Trastevere Apartments and €4,100 ($5,200) 
for the Gianicolo Residence, with the possibility of 
reserving a single room for an additional €800. 
 By dividing the 109 days of fall semes-

ter, the Trastevere Apartments cost about €963 
($1,220) and the Gianicolo Residence about €1,128 
($1,430) per month. (The monthly price was cal-
culated by adding the amount all nine roommates 
pay per month and dividing it by the dimension of 
the apartment in sq. meters. This figure may vary if 
fewer students occupy an apartment.) 
 The Trastevere apartments, acording to 
JCU, are 157 sq. meters (1,700 sq. feet) and accom-
modate nine students, therefore costing about €56 
per sq. meter. 
 Italy’s biggest real estate web site, immo-
biliare.it, says the average rent price for Trastevere 
is €19.59 per square meter. 
 JCU’s incoming degree-seeking students 
have to include proof of residence in Rome in order 
to obtain their student visa. Choosing the JCU hous-
ing helps solve this problem for students who do not 
have contacts in Rome. 
 However, some students believe the differ-
ence in cost between JCU housing and Trastevere 
apartments is still simply too great. 

Please turn to page 5 Photo Credit: Emily Wilson, degree-seeking senior



An International Gala for an International University
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By GIACOMO SPROCCATI

 One hundred and fifty people, 
including students, alumni, trustees, 
staff and faculty, all gathered together 
in October to take part in the annual 
President’s Gala. The event was or-
ganized by John Cabot University’s 
student government and took place in 
the beautiful Hassler Hotel on top of 
the Spanish Steps.
 This year’s gala brought 
something unique: each table was 
named after a different city in the 
world. The idea was to reflect the in-

ternational diversity that character-
izes JCU. In addition, the event was 
held on a Sunday evening rather than 
the typical Saturday due to the Jewish 
holiday of Yom Kippur. 
 According to Lynette Queza-
da, president of student government, 
there was an “atmosphere of together-
ness.” Quezada was happy to see new 
students coming together with the 
board of trustees. Specifically, Queza-
da enjoyed talking to Paula Frohring, 
the trustee to whom the gala was dedi-
cated, and described her as a “down to 
earth and open-minded person. She is 

one of the trustees I will remember 
the most.”
 Carson Colon, a study abroad 
student from the University of Dela-
ware was glad to attend the event be-
cause he felt part of the community 
despite being a visiting student. Car-
son appreciated interacting with JCU 
students from all over the world and 
recommends that more students at-
tend the next gala not only because 
“the food — especially the lasagna — 
was delicious” but also because “the 
location [was] terrific.”  

Photo Credit: JCU Student Government (Facebook Page)

By VALERIA BORGHETTI

 Have you ever heard the 
Latin saying mens sana in corpore 
sano? It means, “a healthy mind lives 
in a healthy body.” Many of us enjoy 
being involved in sports; going for a 
walk or a run to shake off the tension 
and stress that papers, projects, and 
school deadlines bring to our lives. 
But what if running or walking also 
helped communities that are in need? 
On October 19, John Cabot University 
(JCU) joined the United States Mis-
sion to the United Nations Team to 
form “Team USA” for this very pur-
pose. 
 Representing the university 

at such a heartfelt event could possi-
bly be one of the most fulfilling expe-
riences a student can partake in. The 
collaboration among the Business 
Club, Student Services and the United 
States Mission to the United Nations 
sparked an interest in the JCU com-
munity to be part of the run. Among 
the 1,500 competitive athletes run-
ning for 10km and the 2,500 non-
competitive runners for the 5km race, 
were 30 excited JCU students, ready 
to challenge themselves. 
 “I was really happy to par-
ticipate along with the JCU Team 
and USA Team at the Hunger Run,” 
says Pilar Murguia, Student Services 
Director at JCU.  “It is important to 

give back to our community at all lev-
els and especially globally, and I was 
proud to be part of a group that took 
action by raising awareness and fund-
ing for such an important cause.”
 The adrenaline, sense of uni-
ty, and sense of belonging to some-
thing so important was what led 
JCU students to run the 5km non-
competitive race—and some even ran 
a 10km one. Not only did they get a 
chance to run, walk or jog for a valid 
cause, but they had the luxury to run 
by the Altare della Patria, through Via 
dei Fori Imperiali, past the Coliseum, 
and finally arrive at the starting point: 
the beautiful Viale delle Terme di 
Caracalla. Historical architecture and 

quaint cobblestones made 
the event unique and sensa-
tional. 
 “It was an event that 
truly brought together cul-
tures, and both individual 
people and teams, to run 
towards ending world hun-
ger,” said Valentina Pichler, 
one of the runners and vice 
president of the Business 
Club. Students also had the 
honor to enjoy a Sunday 
BBQ at the U.S. Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations 
David Lane’s residence nes-
tled in a magical corner by 
Circo Massimo, surrounded 
by green and ancient walls. 
This was a great opportuni-
ty to keep fit, have fun and 
enjoy a different Sunday 
after midterms. A healthy 
mind lives in a healthy body 
after all. 

JCU Students Take Part in the Hunger 
Run With Team USA 

Photo Credit: JCU StudentServices (Facebook Page)

By ASIA COLOMBO
 
 John Cabot University (JCU) officially began 
the Fall 2014 high school visits for the “Italy Reads” 
program on October 15. This semester the chosen 
literary piece is Ernest Hemingway’s Farewell to 
Arms, which is being discussed by JCU and Italian 
high school students. 
 The first visit was made to the Linguistic 
High School “Immanuel Kant.” The JCU volunteers 
inaugurated this year’s visits with Hemingway’s 
masterpiece after last year’s success of Jhumpa Lahi-
ri’s Namesake. Hemingway’s novel deals with strong 
themes such as war and love, very different from 
Lahiri’s book. The Indian American author, in fact, 
focused more on the consequences of cultural shock, 
narrating the story of an Indian married couple mov-
ing to the United States.  
 During the first Italy Reads 2014 visit, Italian 
students learning English were eager to express their 
thoughts about Hemingway’s novel. The girls, espe-
cially, were focused on the love story between the 
two main characters, whereas some others found the 
reading challenging due to the expansive vocabulary. 
However, the benefits of the program were evident 
as students were pushed in learning to expand their 
knowledge of English by analyzing the novel. 
 Ernest Hemingway’s life was also discussed 
in relation to the novel. In fact, a student in the first 
hour of class pointed out that, “Hemingway had 
many women throughout his lifetime, yet he focuses 
his novel on the love story between Henry and Cath-
erine.” She found it fundamental to underline the 
psychological aspect of the narration.  
 Italy Reads allows Italian students to prac-
tice their English and literary comprehension, as 
well as analytical skills. It is also an opportunity for 
JCU to read core novels of American and English lit-
erature, analyzing their symbols, themes, language, 
and characters along with the classes of high school 
students. 
 Students from both worlds observe how 
there are ways of studying. As a matter of fact, Italy 
Reads is not only a literary program, but also, and 
most importantly, a way for teenage students to ob-
serve and come to contact with other cultures and 
ways of life. Similarly, it also provide JCU students 
and volunteers with the peculiar possibility of un-
derstanding different educational environments and 
teaching and learning methods, convincing them 
that outside of the campus door there is a true world 
that awaits to be discovered and explored. 

Italy Reads Fall 2014
Bringing Together the Best of 
Both Worlds 

Student Diedre Blake with her award.
Photo Credit: Emily Wilson, degree-seeking 

senior
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By GILLIAN MCMURRAY

 An email by John Cabot University 
(JCU) President Franco Pavoncello was sent 
on September 9, 2014 to all currently en-
rolled students.
 The email detailed the university’s 
growth during the past decade and informed 
students of the tuition increase that will go 
into effect during the Fall 2015 semester. 
The tuition and fees will jump from €7,900 
($10,950) to €8,500 ($11,950) per semester, 
but campus room and board fees will remain 
unchanged.
 The student response to the increase 
is varied, and a number of students said they 
were misinformed or unaware of the changes 
in tuition. 
  “I think the tuition is too high,” said 
Marta Canigiulia, a 22-year-old Italian stu-
dent. 
 Another Italian student, 20-year-old 
Marialuigia Ruffo, wondered where the extra 
money would go and said, “I know American 
universities usually cost more than JCU, but 
it is also true that they have bigger structures 
and way more outdoor areas. JCU could cost 
less.”
  But JCU Dean Mary Merva ex-
plained that increasing tuition is how the 
university raises the majority of its money. 
“The university has changed and grown so 
much, become much more complex, offering 
more services for the students, so, at a cer-
tain point, to try to allow more flexibility for 
the university to grow, you need to stabilize 
the finances,” she said. 
  Samantha Abear, a 20-year-old 
American student who works as a student as-
sistant in the Financial Aid Office said, “I do 
not feel incredibly negative toward the raise, 
it is in the interest of making the school more 
prestigious. It’s ridiculous what American 
universities charge, but I understand schools 

work like businesses now and have to remain 
competitive.”
  Another student assistant in the Fi-
nancial Aid Office 20-year-old Ahmad Kazi, 
had a similar response and understands that 
the money would go towards renovating the 
school, as well as creating additional features 
for the students and staff.” Kazi initially be-
lieved, however, that the tuition would in-
crease only $1,000 per year, and said that he 
might have to consider external scholarships 
in order to afford the fees.
 No matter what beliefs students 
have about the affordability of the universi-
ty,  according to President Pavoncello’s email 
the university’s prices have “barely kept pace 
with inflation” and that “student discounts 
and scholarship have also grown to repre-
sent 30% of our entire academic revenues.”
  According to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, the average cost of tu-
ition for a 4-year private American university 
is $33,716 (€26,619) per year, for the 2011-12 
school year. Compared to that, JCU’s yearly 
tuition, including room and board, will be 
just under that average, at about $33,500 
(€26,448), beginning Fall 2015. 
 Challis Popkey, a 22-year-old Amer-
ican student said it’s no secret that the cost 
of attending an American university is way 
too high, and it’s difficult to  pay more each 
semester, but JCU offers a lot to its students 
and does so at a reasonably low cost com-
pared to competing universities. “It has done 
it well enough to make it affordable and at-
tractive to students from all over the world. 
Personally I am very happy with the quality 
of JCU,” she said. 
  As Dean Merva said, “Students 
should feel like they are really building some-
thing and contributing to the growth of their 
university; 10-20 years from now they’ll look 
back and say ‘look what we’ve done’.”

Tuition Increase Not Welcomed with Open 
Arms by Students 

JCU Students and Faculty Smoking Everywhere Despite Existing Policy
By TANYA DUQUE

 Even though there are designated smoking areas 
on campus here at John Cabot University (JCU), stu-
dents and faculty seem to smoke wherever they want - at 
every entrance, courtyard and terrace - and many non-
smokers have had enough.
 “I am overwhelmed by the amount of second-
hand smoke I am exposed to … I have never experienced 
this much secondhand smoke. The amount I encounter 
while walking into campus causes me to have trouble 
breathing,” said Gina Rescinito, 20, a junior studying 
abroad from New Jersey.
 Rescinito knows that secondhand smoke is 
harmful and believes her asthma has gotten worse since 
her arrival at JCU in September.
 The JCU student handbook states that “Smok-
ing in restrooms, entrances to buildings, student loung-
es, lobbies, classrooms, private offices, the Don Bosco 
Courtyard, and in all areas of JCU Housing is prohibited; 
the rights of non-smokers to a smoke-free environment 
always take precedence over the desire of smokers to 
smoke. 
 The Lemon Tree Courtyard, Roof Terrace (the 
terrace that links the Kushlan Wing and Main Building) 
and the mid-level terrace of the main building are desig-
nated smoking areas.”
 Despite these rules, students at JCU still contin-
ue to smoke near the entrances and exits.
 “It is outrageous to me that although I do not 
smoke, I still have to wash my hair every single day af-
ter leaving JCU because of the gross smell of smoke that 
sticks to me,’’ said Julia Campbell, 20, a junior studying 
abroad from Boston. 
 “If the smoke is sticking to my hair, I can only 
imagine what it is doing to my lungs,” said Campbell. 
 Besides the health risks, many students also 
complained about the tossed cigarette butts littering the 

courtyards.
 “I never gave much thought to how many times 
I would ditch my cigarette butts on the ground a day. I 
am guilty to say I do it at least four times a day,” said 
Carmine Morelli, 20, a junior at JCU.
 Strictly enforcing the current policy and ensur-
ing the cigarettes end up in ashtrays is a good idea, Mo-
relli added.
 Amanda Nickelle, 21, a senior study-abroad stu-

dent from Rowan University, said that her home uni-
versity requires students to be 15 feet away from any 
academic building while smoking. Nickelle, like Morelli, 
believes JCU students should adhere to the policy.
 Meanwhile, Monica Hernandez, 21, a senior de-
gree-seeker, said enforcing the rules stated in the univer-
sity handbook will only help the university. 
 “Nobody is attracted by dozens of people smok-
ing outside,” said Hernandez. 

(Top) Students accepting their awards.
(Bottom) Chairman Frank J. Guarini and Jacqueline Maggi at the award 
cerimony.

Photo Credit: John Cabot University (Facebook Page)
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Study Abroads Attract the Wrong 
Attention
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By KENNA LEWIS

 One recent evening, Andrea Young, 
a study abroad student from California, 
was walking down a cobblestoned street 
in Trastevere  when a pair of strangers ap-
proached her and a friend. 
 “Americane?,” one of the unfamil-
iar men shouted at them, blocking the side-
walk. “Molto belle!” The stranger gestured 
to his apartment around the corner. “Would 
you like to come up for the evening?” he 
asked.   
 For many young women in the 
United States, such a scene would bring to 
mind the infamous  “stranger danger” their 
mothers relentlessly warn them about. But 
in Rome’s busy streets, such forward invi-
tations to young foreigners are considered 
normal.
 “I had no idea how overwhelming 
the men in Rome would be,” said Young, 
adding she and her friend managed to rush 
along after politely refusing the stranger’s 
invitation. 
 “They are so forward and so much 
more aggressive than Americans. They will 
say whatever comes to mind without a fil-
ter. And they won’t keep their hands in their 
place,” said Young.
 Catcalls, uninvited groping and 
sexual comments are so frequent, they often 
amount to culture shock for some students. 
Many study abroad programs have now be-
gun hosting safety seminars centered on the 
behavior of Roman men and how best to 
cope with it.  
 Indeed, playing hard-to-get is not 
the norm among young Romans. Whether a 
woman agrees to a quick cup of coffee or en-
gages in sidewalk banter for no more than 
30 seconds, she is likely to be showered 
with more compliments than she would re-
ceive from the average American Joe after 
several dates. 
 A simple ciao bella is the least a 
young study abroad student can expect on 
her daily walk to class; but many say the 
slightly creepier. “My baby” or “my little sex 
machine” are not uncommon.   
 These experiences have brought 
into stark contrast the different attitudes 
between young Romans and their American 
counterparts. Carter Russell, a study abroad 
student from California, admits to sharing 
some of these lustful thoughts when a beau-
tiful girl passes by. But the difference, he 
says, is that he keeps them to himself.
 “Romans aren’t criticized as much 
as we are for, say, uninvited touching in 
public,” Russell explains. “I think the in-
creased attention toward gender equality 
has made such open behavior taboo in the 
United States. As a result, American men 
tend to be far more discreet in their ap-
proach to women.” 

 While some American students may 
find catcalls and flirtatious gropes more 
flattering than problematic, others find it is 
challenging to adjust to this culture as they 
realize that a simple exchange can quickly 
go wrong.  
 “I have a short temper, so when 
strangers approach me I have a tendency to 
quickly tell them off,” said Brynne Murphy, 
study abroad student from Rhode Island. 
 “But in some cases this is exactly 
what one shouldn’t do. Young Romans don’t 
like it when you talk back to them. Show too 
much attitude and the situation can turn 
dangerous,” said Murphy. 
 To help ensure greater safety and 
prepare students for situations like these, 
programs like Cultural Experiences Abroad 
have begun hosting seminars during ori-
entation focused on “dealing with” Italian 
men.
 “We decided to implement the safe-
ty orientation because we noticed that there 
have been more student issues lately,” Anna 
Felberbaum, CEA’s Rome Program Direc-
tor, said. 
 “Other programs may like to pre-
tend that the world is safe and wonderful, 
but that is not the world we live in today.” 
 Over two separate sessions, stu-
dents participating in the CEA program 
were recently briefed on what to expect 
from Roman men, and how to keep their in-
teractions as short and safe as possible. 
 Michele Caneschi, a police officer 
from Florence, and Rhianne Taylor, a young 
English woman who has lived in Rome for 
several years, joined Felberbaum in giving 
warnings, describing personal experiences, 
and explaining how to blend better with the 
local scene. 
 According to Felberbaum, Italian 
men, while undoubtedly passionate, are 
not always as aggressive and direct with ev-
eryone. They often choose young American 
students for a reason. 
 “They expect some young [Ameri-
can] women to be easier because those 
women send out the wrong message,” says 
Felberbaum. “It is not unusual to see a 
drunk American girl dressed in a short skirt 
staggering down the street without inhibi-
tions. Italian girls don’t drink to get drunk 
so they are rarely in that situation.”
 Knowing this, many Romans delib-
erately set out for the so-called “American 
bars” in hopes of finding this particular type 
of young woman.  
 “On the several nights I have been 
at American bars, [Italian] men have come 
up to my friends and me and have asked 
straight out  ‘are you American?’” says Mur-
phy. “Sometimes we put on a fake Irish ac-
cent just to make them go away. And they 
will!” 

By BRODY LEONARD

 I never ask for travel advice but 
in the weeks before I traveled to Rome, 
it was passed on to me without prompt-
ing.
 For example, I was warned 
about certain pickpockets who first 
threw an infant at you, and then pro-
ceeded to rob you while your arms 
were baby-laden; so I trained myself to 
sidestep soaring newborns. I was also 
told that swarms of thieving children 
were commonplace: before leaving, 
I mastered an elbow whirlwind that 
promised to decimate any threatening 
crowd. Street-vendors were painted as 
chary folk with nothing but ill intent. 
I learned to radiate ire after hours in 
front of the mirror. 
 I was ready.
 Or, so I thought. Fast-forward 
to my fourth night in Rome, a Thurs-
day. My roommate was holding palaver 
with a British girl in our common area, 
and after joining in their conversation 
for a little while, I decided to give them 
some space. 
 I left Gianicolo, my residence 
building, an hour before midnight. My 
destination was G-Bar, the only place I 
was familiar with. The street was roil-
ing with clueless Americans and creepy 
Italians – at least, that’s how I remem-
ber it. My attempt to enter the place 
saw me inadvertently grinding against 
five rear ends, none of them female. 
After the owner of one such rump gave 
me an overly appreciative look, I fled 
the scene. 
 Wandering soon became the 
theme of the night. I would find a bar, 
stroll in, have a drink, learn some 
names, forget them immediately, and 
move on. Hours later I found myself in 
Campo dei Fiori, a square that is home 
to such classy establishments as Sloppy 
Sam’s and The Drunken Ship. I’d heard 
horror stories about this place from ac-
tual Italians, but decided that breaking 
my pattern would likely bring ill for-
tune, so I continued.
 Sam’s was as sloppy as one 
might expect, and the Ship as drunken. 
More important than cocktails imbibed 
or names discarded in these places, 
however, was the walk home. Despite 
a light malaise from inebriation, my 
senses became sharp, my step lively. 
With the gullet of an alley pinching 
Campo de’ Fiori out of sight behind me, 
and the streetlights spreading shadowy 
wings beneath many a silhouette, I was 
struck by a sledgehammer of adrena-
line. 
 The stories rushed back. 
 Murderous gremlin children. 
Ankle-shanking gypsies. Trigger-happy 
con-artists. Dark faces appraised me 
from the corners of my mind. My back 
arched and tensed and tingled, feeling 
like it oftentimes does when I am rent 
by some beast in a nightmare. 
 I found myself rushing out of 
the alley, past a stone face frozen in 
surprise and vomiting water, up onto 
the street, and across the Tiber. By 
some divine providence I was not sent 
sprawling by a stray cobblestone, but at 
one point I did run bowels-first into a 
railing, putting unfair strain on my al-
ready ballooning bladder.
 It was about three in the morn-
ing by the time I staggered into Piazza 
Trilussa, still doubled over but regain-
ing my breath. The steps loomed before 
me, dotted with lingering nightlife. I 

managed to nestle into a spot between 
a snoring man and a group of young 
Italians, who were sharing some sort 
of herbal cigarette. I put my head down 
and began to breathe easier.
 A few moments passed before 
I felt a finger at my shoulder. Half ex-
pecting the boogeyman, I looked up 
and instead met the eyes of a dazzling 
lass: perfect Italian complexion, dim-
ples parenthesizing her white smile, a 
sheaf of brunette hair to her shoulders. 
 “Ciao,” she piped, still smiling.
 “Uh, ciao.” She sat next to me, 
comfortably close. Over her shoulder I 
saw a group of men, a few steps up, sip-
ping Peroni and staring at us. I regis-
tered their gaze as jealousy.  
 “Parli inglese?” Man, she cut 
straight to the chase. That was sup-
posed to be my line.
 “Yeah,” I managed. Eloquence 
incarnate.  
 She began speaking in Eng-
lish, introducing herself as Giulia and 
prompting my own name in return. 
Her accent was thick enough that I had 
to ask her to repeat her next utterance. 
“What are you doing out here alone” 
she said, more slowly this time, so that 
it hardly seemed a question.
 “Getting acquainted, I sup-
pose.” Her raised eyebrows indicated 
I should stick to more elementary lan-
guage. “Finding my way around.”    
 Our conversation continued 
for a few minutes, she formulating 
questions in broken English, I spouting 
cognizant, if curt, responses. Prurient 
interests aside, I was just happy to have 
someone to talk to. Especially someone 
who seemed neither able nor willing to 
pull my spine out through my nostrils.
 It was another span of minutes 
before I began to open up, and I found 
myself having a reasonable engaging 
chat with the girl, especially given the 
language barrier. It probably helped 
that we were talking about the lan-
guage barrier. This was about the time 
I noticed that the men a few steps over 
were still staring. I also came to notice 
that there was a half-empty Peroni sit-
ting on the step next to the four mucha-
chos. Next to the beer, a purse. 
 Suspicion clicked in my mind, 
almost audible. The group’s gaze, only 
moments ago envious, became preda-
tory. Giulia’s current sentence blurred 
to mush in midair. That sledgehammer 
had struck again. I’d fallen for a classic 
honey-pot. 
 I rose without warning. “Pia-
cere, ciao,” came out of my mouth, a 
combination of ingrained politeness 
and attempted nonchalance. I quick-
walked down the steps and out of the 
piazza, and, once it was out of sight be-
hind me, broke into a jog. I didn’t stop 
until I reached Gianicolo. 
 Upon waking the following 
morning, I believed I’d acted correct-
ly. Rome had almost swallowed me, I 
thought. Every man (and, apparently, 
woman) had been out to get me. Every 
alley had been an artery to the darkest 
recesses of the human heart, bloated 
with the capacity for evil and blackened 
with a proclivity towards the same. 
 But, as the event slips farther 
and farther up the calendar, I’m com-
ing to believe that the only blackened 
heart that night was my own. 

A Doubly Amended Walk Home

Photo Credit: Emily Wilson, degree-seeking senior
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LIVING TRASTEVERE

By ERIN BERGE

 An elegant Italian bride carry-
ing traditional white calla lilies stepped 
away arm-in-arm with her new hus-
band from one of Rome’s oldest Basili-
cas, Santa Maria in Trastevere. 
 Greeting the newlyweds were 
young girls in delicate dresses, men 
in polished tuxes and five musicians, 
complete with suspenders, a fedora, a 
perfected handlebar mustache and a 
traditional American wedding song.
 The Vermont Joy Parade, a 
band since 2008 from Burlington, Ver-
mont, were in the middle of their many 
street performances in Rome when 
they joined in this wedding celebra-
tion.
 “We play these unusual styles 
of music that a number of people in 
Rome have told us they are so grateful 
for,” said trumpeter Ben Aleshire. 
 The band chose to busk the 
streets of Rome for the month of Sep-
tember because it compared to the 
“Metropolitan style” of New York City, 
according to Aleshire. But the band 
soon discovered during their outdoor 
performances an encouraging atmo-
sphere for artistic expression that is 
rare in the States. 
 Accordionist Galen Peria said 
street performing is “just more inher-
ent in European culture”. Even as po-
lice escorted the Vermont Joy Parade 
out of the Porta Portese markets in 
Trastevere one day, local Italians de-
fended the band by chanting, “long live 
art!” 
 “There’s not that kind of re-
spect or regard for performance in 
America,” said Peria. 

 Beyond Rome, 
the band also 
toured Bel-

gium and Germany where unexpected 
academy-award winner Jared Leto 
asked for them to join his 30 Seconds 
to Mars Germany tour.
 “It was very bizarre and sur-
real,” said guitarist and singer Anna 
Pardenik, who sings with a powerful 
and raspy voice. 
 Bizarre because the band’s 
music contrasts Leto’s almost scream-
ing rock band. The Vermont Joy Pa-
rade is a swanky rendition of 1920’s 
jazz and folk music with lyrics solely 
in English that Aleshire admits they do 
not accommodate for other languages.
 The focus is more on musical 
expression than their actual message 
in lyrics, which include the comical 
“how do you know when you’ve had too 
much?” and “working is a curse!” To 
which an elderly man from Spain hap-
pily sang along.  
 “I imagine that it’s our energy 
and our connection to one another and 
amusement that translate more than 
the lyrics,” said Pardenik.
 With every strum, holler or 
thump, each musician wears a vibrant 
smile or smirks an inside joke that in-
terestingly receives a hardy chuckle 
from the crowd, filling Piazza Santa 
Maria in Trastevere with music and 
laughter. 
 Their short, 40-minute perfor-
mances are based on a rotating system 
among local artists in the piazza area. 
According to Aleshire, performers are 
allowed about 20-minute sessions be-
fore another artist gets a chance to per-
form. 
 The Vermont Joy Parade pre-
fers this system to the states, where an 
artist could claim a public area for the 

entire day.  
 “It’s very hard to busk in the 
United States, outside the big commu-
nities like New York and New Orleans,” 
said Peria. “Even in the town that we all 
met it’s become a big battle for years.”
 Street performances in their 
hometown Burlington require a permit 
and a five-dollar fee for the day after 
an artist goes through an audition. Ac-
cording to the Ron Redmond, the ex-
ecutive director of Burlington’s main 
Church Street, it is meant to keep the 
streets suitable for local restaurants 
and residents who may complain about 
the music. 
 Complaints are not exclusive 
to Burlington, however. The Vermont 
Joy Parade also encountered disap-
proving locals in Roman public areas. 
According to Peria, a mother came 
down to their band one night asking 
them to stop because her son could not 
do his homework. 
 “It is impossible with this mu-
sic,” imitated Peria with a stressed ex-
pression. 
 And after the band joyfully 
sent off the newlyweds in Piazza Santa 
Maria, an elderly woman tapped the 
banjoist Benny on the shoulder, mid-
performance, to tell him he should not 
use the “F” bomb. 
 But the band still draws a sig-
nificant crescent-shaped crowd full of 
tourists from England, Spain and Ger-
many all tapping, clapping or record-
ing the impromptu concert on a street 
of crooked cobblestones. 
 “Incredible. They are really liv-
ing the music and not afraid to show it 
and it draws the crowd around,” said 
two German girls, Angela and Jose-
phine. 

The Vermont Joy Parade

Continued from front page

 Brendon Flores, a degree-seeker who 
just transferred from Salem International 
University, said the price is “in no way fair.” 
Flores said he chose JCU housing because he 
did not know Rome and had no idea where to 
stay. 
 Gabriella Zozzaro, Housing and Resi-
dential Life Associate, disagreed. “The prices 
in Rome are comparable to those of big, ex-
pensive cities like New York and San Francis-
co. I think that our prices are in line, consid-
ering what we provide. Students just have to 
bring clothes upon moving in, everything else 
is already taken care of,” said Zozzaro. 
 Marta Canigiula, an Italian degree-
seeker and resident assistant, said the housing 
prices are reasonable. “First of all, Trastevere 
is an expensive neighborhood. All utilities 
are included, as well as Wi-Fi, security and 
cleaning [in the semester price of JCU resi-
dences]. There is always a resident assistant 
ready to help students with whatever problem 
they may have, anything from problems with 
roommates to homesickness. I feel that those 
are great perks for the people living in the 
housing.” 
 This explanation, however, did not 
convince Andrew Pomaville, 20, a student 
from Michigan State University studying 
abroad for one year. He said the costs are 
too high for some students and he suggested 
that the university give students the option of 
choosing on-campus housing without services 
like cleaning. This way, he said, students can 
save. 

Housing Prices Un-
reasonable Com-
pared to Trastevere, 
According to JCU 
Students 

Photo Credit: Adam Kotin, study abroad student

TREVI FOUNTAIN RESTORATION: A tourist takes a “selfie” on the walkway in front of the almost unrecognizable Trevi Fountain. The foun-
tain is being restored, but that hasn’t stopped tourists from visiting. 
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By SOFIA MARTUSCELLI

 A young man wakes up inside a 
rusty elevator. When he arrives on the last 
floor, he is greeted by other like him in a 
grassy clearing, surrounded by tall walls. 
Suddenly, he finds himself unable to re-
member anything about his life, except for 
his name.
 This is the beginning of the new 
American film The Maze Runner, which 
was released in Italy on October 8. The film 
is set in a dystopian society and is based 
on James Dashner’s novel by the same ti-
tle published in 2009. The film is the first 
installment in a longer film series and was 
directed by Wes Ball.
 The plot of the feature follows the 
life of Thomas, played by Dylan O’Brien, 
who suddenly wakes up in a rusty elevator 

with no memory of who he is, only to learn 
that he has been delivered to the middle of 
an intricate maze, along with other boys, 
who have been trying to find their way out 
of the ever-changing labyrinth, all while 
establishing a functioning society in what 
they call “The Glade”. 
 If you enjoy action movies, The 
Maze Runner is the right film for you. The 
film, just like the book, uses logic methods 
and rational, analytic skills and requires 
your full attention in order for you to un-
derstand what is truly happening in and 
outside of the labyrinth. You are trans-
ported into a surreal world where you are 
guided by Thomas and the others trapped 
in the maze. The finale will leave you asking 
one simple question, “When is the next film 
coming out?!”

The Maze Runner: Film Review

Jane Goodall and Boy Olmi at JCU
By ASIA COLOMBO
 
 Famed primatologist Jane 
Goodall and Boy Olmi, Argentinean 
director, were welcomed at John Cabot 
University (JCU) on October 14 for a 
private viewing of Olmi’s new docu-
mentary, Jane & Payne.
 The documentary explores the 
two researchers in their everyday stud-
ies together as they exchange stories 
about their lives. Dr. Roger Payne tells 
Goodall that the sounds whales make 
express the state of their well-being. 
The documentary explores the issue 

humans so often forget: animals and 
the environment work in unison. 
 The students in Professor An-
tonio Lopez’s “Media and the Envi-
ronment” class were honored by the 
chance to be the first to see the film and 
speak to Goodall and Olmi in person. 
Students told Goodall and Olmi about 
the Grassroots Club’s efforts to spread 
environmental awareness. 
 Goodall thanked Lopez’s stu-
dents for everything they do and said 
her hope is to continue giving back to 
students.

Photo Credit: Claire Donnelly, study abroad student

Another Edition of the Rome Film Festival 
Comes to a Close
By FRANCESCA MIRABILE

 From October 16 to October 25, 
Rome hosted one of the most awaited for 
and important events of the year – the In-
ternational Film Festival. Unlike the previ-
ous nine editions, this year the winner was 
chosen directly by the public. For the first 
time ever during a film festival, audiences 
were able to vote their favorites through 
the iOS and Android App and the official 
website of the Festival (www.romacinefest.
org). 
 After 10 days of openings, special 
events, and meetings with professionals 
from the world of film, the festival ended 
with the People’s Choice Awards. Stephen 
Daldry’s Trash was awarded with the 

Premio del Pubblico BNL (BNL People’s 
Choice Award), the main award of the film 
competition. 
 The feature film deals with the ex-
traordinary and dangerous adventure of 
Rafael and Gardo, two teenagers from Rio’s 
favelas. While scrambling through some 
trash, the two scoundrels find a wallet filled 
with secrets, which will take them through 
their exciting journey.
 This edition of the Rome Film Fes-
tival hosted 113 films and documentaries of 
23 different countries. International stars, 
such as Benicio Del Toro, Clive Owen, 
Richard Gere, Kevin Costner and Lily Col-
lins, walked the red carpet and met with 
their fans.

Photo Credit: Claire Delman, study abroad student

FALL IN ROME: The season is upon us. With leaves falling, like 
this one seen on the banks of the Tiber River in Trastevere. 

Photo Credit: Jenna Maksian, study abroad student

ITALIAN FOOD HAVEN: At 170,000 square feet and four levels high, Eataly 
Roma provides an ample amount of space for shoppers.
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By GIACOMO SPROCCATI

 John Cabot University (JCU) has 
grown quickly in recent years. The year, 
2014, saw the largest incoming class to 
date. With this wave of new students has 
come a number of new clubs and groups. 
 In less than a year, International 
Relations Society, Russian Speaking Club 
and Speak-Up Club, a public speaking 
group, came to fruition. Along with these 
three clubs, the Interfaith Initiative was 
created. 
 “In a 3 minute speech, I learned 
more than from a news article,” said Anna 
Butzova, a degree-seeking senior, who 
founded the International Relations Soci-
ety with three other students. Their goal is 
to promote awareness about world events 
and to share their opinions. The group 
doesn’t have weekly meetings. Instead the 
four-member board organizes informal 
conversations with students and profes-
sors. 
 Noting the multicultural aspect 
of JCU, Edgar Ilves, a degree-seeking ju-
nior, started the Russian Speaking Club 
in Spring 2014. The club stemmed out of 
events previously organized by the Ad-
missions Office for Russian students. 
 The club gathers both Russian 
and international students. Interstingly, 
of its 30 members, a third are not Rus-
sian. The mission of the club is both to 
learn more about Russian culture and to 
support Russian students who have just 
arrived at JCU. The club’s most successful 
event was a dinner with traditional Rus-
sian food on September 18.

 Ilves said that more and more 
students are participating in the club’s 
events and believes “there should be more 
clubs related to specific cultures.” 
 A member of the Russian Speak-
ing Club and an Economics and Finance 
freshman, Aleksandra Vereschak, offi-
cially joined this club in September. As a 
Ukrainian student, Vereschak gets along 
with Russians at school, despite the con-
flict between Russia and Ukraine. 
 Vereschak said clubs are neces-
sary at JCU because they represent a valu-
able way to learn more about others and 
eventually change the status quo. 
 Freshman Hazel Ebenezer, a de-
gree-seeker, got involved in student life at 
JCU as soon as she arrived this year. She 
attended every meeting the first week of 
classes to find out which groups best fit 
her interests. Eventually, Ebenezer signed 
up to the Multicultural Club and MUN So-
ciety. She believes that clubs are very im-
portant for the JCU community because 
they are opportunities to second the vari-
ety of international talents. 
 Chadiedja Buijs, a degree-seeking 
senior from Egypt, organized the first In-
terfaith forum last Fall in collaboration 
with Student Government. The event un-
derlined the importance of promoting in-
terreligious dialogue. 
 The Interfaith Initiative was 
founded by four professors, Dean Pa-
mela Harris, Michael Driessen, Tom Bai-
ley, Yvonne Dohna, and two student as-
sistants, Lynette Quezada, student body 
president, and Buijs herself.
Buijs said the Initiative provides a  chance 

to “get to know each other at a deeper 
level.” 
 The Initiative welcomes people 
from any religious belief or the lack there-
of.
 In October, they opened a medi-

tation garden at Guarini campus. 
 Several clubs financially sup-
ported this project. The collaboration be-
tween the groups indicates that, “We, as 
students, do so much better than politi-
cians,” said Buijs.

A Wave of New Clubs at JCU

By GRETA RAULEAC

 John Cabot University (JCU) students consider 
the Meditation Garden a positive space that responds 
to needs of people of all ages and types. Students sup-
port tolerance and integration and do not think religion 
should be left outside a secular university.
 “We are not at university only to study, but we 
are also here to learn about different things in life and 
one of them is to worship God,” says Elizabeth Anane, 
28-years-old from Ghana. She says she will not use the 
Meditation Garden because as Christian she can pray at 
home and go to Church. “Some people cannot pray at 
home,” she says.
 Anyla Dautaj, 21-years-old, thinks universities 
need a space for religion. She was member of Student 
Government when the Interfaith Initiative was raised 
and she supported the initiative. “I don’t think I’m going 
to use it but people asked for it so that means that people 
needed it,” she says. “I don’t pray, but my fellow Muslims 
pray five times a day, using the Meditation Garden they 
don’t get ridiculed in front of other people while praying 
in Tiber Cafeteria. It happened that some people were 
praying and they felt awkward as others where staring at 
them,” says Dautaj. In her country, Kosovo, schools have 
a place dedicated to religion, she says.
 Rya Saqer Alraisi, 20-years-old from Abu Dhabi, 
is a Muslim freshman who thinks a meditation space is 
not necessary in an institution. She was not aware of the 
Meditation Garden and she says she did not look for a 
place dedicated to religion in Rome. “I usually do my me-
diation home,” Alraisi says. “In Arabia there are media-
tion spaces in schools but before coming to Rome I was 
studying in Portugal and there weren’t any there,” she 
says. “I will check this new mediation garden and if I like 
it maybe I will use it but I don’t think it is necessary,” she 
says.
 Alexandra Klimowicz, 22-years-old, says she 
was very confused by the opening of the Meditation 
Garden. “What is the purpose of having a religious 
space in a secular university?,” asks Klimowicz. “If you 
come to a school that has no religious affiliation it is 

strange to have a place that represents all religions.”
 Many students however find the new interfaith 
garden as a wide meditation space and they are not 
disturbed by eventual religious identification. Cristian 
Tracci, a 20-years-old student from Milan, says that “re-
ligious discussions should always be encouraged in an 
open university.”
 The meditation garden was officially opened 
on September 30. It was created from the collabora-
tion between Interfaith Initiative, Student Government 
and Grassroots. It features benches covered by colored 

pillows along the sides, an artificial turf on the ground 
with yoga – mattresses available and some plants here 
and there. It is located at Guarini Campus in the Kushlan 
Wing, near the Writing Center.
 People are not planning to use it only for re-
ligious purposes. “I think it will be perfect for my nap 
time,” says Christine Modafferi, a 23-years-old Italian 
student. “It is a good way to find ourselves a moment to 
think and take some time off from our frenetic life.”

JCU’s Meditation Garden: A Space for Everyone 

Photo Credit: Emily Wilson, degree-seeking senior
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•	 Fri., Oct. 31, 10 am-12 pm, Tiber Cafè 
Halloween Party for CEIS Progetto Bambino 

•	 Fri., Oct. 31, 10 am-12 pm, Aula Magna Regina 
Guarini Institute: Second Diplomatic Barcamp (for more information, email specialevents@johncabot.edu) 

•	 Mon., Nov. 3, 19:30 pm, GG1 
Open Classroom: Screening of “Il Divo” 

•	 Thurs., Nov. 6, 20-22 pm, Aula Magna Regina 
Interfaith Initiative, with the U.S. Embassy to the Holy See, Presents “Islam in the West: Meeting with a European Imam” 

•	 Fri., Nov. 7, 10 am-3 pm, Aula Magna 
Fall ‘14 Career Fair  
(email careerservices@johncabot.edu to participate)  

•	 Mon., Nov. 10, 19-21 pm, Aula Magna Regina 
“Women in the Director’s Chair” Film Series, Screening of “Le Meraviglie” 

EVENTS


